
Please send all copy to Church Hill Cottage, Pickhill, Thirsk, N. Yorkshire YO7 4JW.   
Send copy via e mail to dg.hopper@btinternet.com or ring 01845 567462.  All copy must 
be received by 5pm on 16th of the month.  If dates are for early in the month please try to 
be published in the preceding month.   Village Life accepts for publication articles and 
letters in good faith: however views expressed in articles and letters are not necessarily 
those of the editor of Village Life  

 
DATES FOR APRIL 

  3 April Tues Get Together  Kevin Pratt  “Mature Drivers”  Carthorpe CH  2pm 
10 April B & C  W.I.  Members Evening   Carthorpe  Community Hall  7.15pm 
11 April Sinderby Over 60s  Whist Village Hall 2pm 
12 April Swaleside W.I. Plants for Food  Joanne Scorror  Sinderby VH 7.30pm 
18 April Inn-Clussive Luncheon  Club  Nags Head 12.30 for 1pm (see page 7) 
20 April Fourum Folk  Pickhill Church (see page 7) 
24 April UPCC Annual church Meeting  Samwaies Hall, Wath  7.30pm  
25 April Sinderby Over 60s   Mystery Tour 
 

DIARY DATES 
  1 May Tues Get Together  A.G.M.   Carthorpe CH  2pm 
  5 May Soup & Sweet Lunch    Samwaies Hall   Two sittings 12 and 1.30pm 
  8 May B & C  W.I.  Cooking with Herbs Christine Turner  Carthorpe CH 7.15    
  9 May Sinderby Over 60s   Dominoes  Village Hall 2pm 
10 May Swaleside W.I. Rag Rug Making  Angela Webber  Sinderby VH  7.30 
12 May Grapes of Wath  Spanish wines  Samwaies Hall  7.30pm 
16 May Inn-Clussive Luncheon Club  Castle Arms, Snape  12.30 for 1pm 
23 May Sinderby Over 60s  Bingo  Village Hall  2pm 
23 May Burneston Food for Thought   Kirklington VL  7 for 7.30pm (see page6) 
  2 June “Five Villages Big Jubilee Lunch” (see page16) 
  3 June Pickhill (FOPS) Jubilee Celebrations & Strawberry Fair. 
  4 June   Melmerby Diamond Jubilee Fun Day & Picnic    VH    2 – 6pm  
16 June Coffee Morning, Open Garden & Painting Sale, Pickhill (see page15) 
26 – 29 June  Lifepath Schools Event  Jervaulx Abbey  
30 June - 1st July     Kirklington Open Gardens Weekend 
14 July Wath Street Fair  1pm 
21 July Burneston & Carthorpe Village Show 
21 July Music in Rectory Gardens  Music by Mad Dog & The Sophisticats 7pm 
28 July Kirklington Show  2pm 
25 Aug Sinderby VH Grand Draw 
  1 Nov North Country Theatre Lighthouse of the Shivering Sand Kirklington  

 
How to contact us:   
Revd Ruth Hind The Rectory, Kirklington, Bedale DL8 2NJ,  Tel: 01845 567429 
Lindsay Southern (Curate) 21 Melltown Green, Pickhill Tel 01845 567961. For 
Melmerby Chapel Revd Pat Malham 9 Kingfisher Reach, Boroughbridge YO51 
9JS Tel: 01423 322587 For Carthorpe Chapel Revd David Richardson The 
Manse, Kirkby Malzeard HG4 3RS 01423 650217.  For the RC Church, Ripon, 
Canon Paul F Moxon, St Wilfrid’s Church, Coltsgate Hill HG4 2AB Tel : 01765 

mailto:dg.hopper@btinternet.com


603614.   (For services in the parish see back pages or visit the website for 
services & Village Life on line at www.kirklington.2day.ws) 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE RECTORY 
It’s always dangerous to talk about the weather in the Vicar’s letter, as during the 
time lag between my writing and your reading everything might change, however 
it’s a temptation I can’t resist, as over the last few days we have been enjoying 
blue skies and it seems as if spring has really sprung, and the garden is full of 
daffodils, hellebores, forsythia and some pink flower I don’t know the name of. 
 Yet not so long ago, snowdrops were the only flower to be seen, the first flower of 
the year, the herald of spring, arriving when the nights are still dark and cold and 
containing the promise that soon our gardens and hedgerows will be teaming with 
new life.   
This month we are celebrating Easter, with its focus on new life, Jesus’ and ours. 
For Christians Easter is not just a day or a long weekend, but a season lasting for 
50 days until Pentecost (Whit) Sunday.  It is a time when we celebrate Christ’s 
triumph over death, our belief in eternal life, and the ability of God to take the 
worst of circumstances and breathe hope, life and joy back into them.  We believe 
that like the snowdrop, Christ’s resurrection, is a promise, a foretaste, not of 
spring but of the new life that God longs to give his people and which was won by 
Jesus on the cross.   
There will be ample opportunity this year to recall and ponder both Christ’s death 
and resurrection as we have increased the number of service available. On Good 
Friday there will be a Family Service at Pickhill and additional services with a 
more adult focus as Wath and Kirklington.   
On Easter Sunday each Church will be having its own Communion Service with 
service at Burneston being according to the Book of Common Prayer and 
featuring the newly formed and as yet still small Burneston Church Choir.   
On the 22nd April at 6:30pm, Wath will be holding a special service called Stations 
of the Resurrection, a service which is similar to the Christmas nine lessons and 
carols but which will obviously have an Easter focus. We will hear the Gospel 
accounts of the Resurrection appearances and sing Easter Hymns.   
I have been greatly encouraged by the increasing numbers of people attending 
Church recently. This is something I long for and pray about. This is not merely 
because I want  “bums on seats” but because I know that as well as honouring 
God, worship does make a difference in people’s lives. Easter is the greatest 
festival in the Christian year and so I hope that as many of you as possible with 
make the effort to worship somewhere on Easter day.          Happy Easter. Ruth  

 
 

ANNUAL UNITED PARISH MEETING  24 April  Samwaies Hall   7.30pm 
The Annual Meeting will take place in Samwaies Hall, Wath.  This is an 
opportunity to hear how the United Parish has conducted itself through the past 
year.  This is an open meeting and all are most welcome to come along. 
  

http://www.kirklington.2day.ws/


CONGRATULATIONS to Revd Lindsay on her appointment as Vicar of Catterick 
Village with Tunstall.  Lindsay will be leaving this parish at the end of May.  She 
has made a splendid contribution to this parish.  She worked hard by stepping  
into the breach during in interregnum and her efforts were outstanding.  Her 
compassion and humour was experienced by all who met her.  Neil and the 
children will also leave a place within this community which will be hard to fill.  We 
wish them well as they set off on the next stage of their lives.  
 
 AN APPEAL by REV’D LINDSAY & NEIL SOUTHERN 
Neil hasn’t always been a curate’s husband! In 1994 he was an infantry soldier 
from Catterick Garrison on operational tour in Bosnia Herzegovina as part of the 
United Nations Protection Force that brought stability and peace to that region. 
Neil, (affectionately known as Slug during his military career) was one of the 
soldiers held hostage at Ustapraca.   
This June, Neil will be one of 12 men taking part in ‘Return to Gorazde’ - an 
expedition to return and dedicate two memorials for 4 infantry soldiers who were 
killed in September 1994, during the operational tour.   
As well as their own contribution each participant needs to raise £1000 
sponsorship. If you are willing to sponsor Neil or make a donation please contact 
Neil at; slugsouthern@btinternet.com or telephone 01845 567961.   
Donations can also be made by paypal via the website, but if you donate directly 
please do mention Neil by name so he can reach his target. Please follow the link  
for more information; https://sites.google.com/site/rgbwreturntogorazde2012/ 
 
ST WILFRID LECTURES   
This year the theme is : QUESTIONS OF RIGHT AND WRONG 
26 April     Rt Revd Nick Barnes      “Mixed Messages: Ethics & the Media” 
28 June  Rt Revd Dr Michael Nazir-Ali   “Bio Ethics & Respect for Persons” 
13 Sept  Dr Elaine Storkey        “Ethical Guardianship: Giving Childhood a  
          High Priority” 
18 Oct Prof Lisa Isherwood “Christ, Sex and Gender 
22 Nov Dr Peter Vardy “Capitalism : The Root of All Evil?”   
Lectures take place in Ripon Cathedral at 7pm.  Admission is free but donations 
are gratefully accepted.  Tickets for the lectures are available from  Liberty 
Courthouse, Minster Road, Ripon, HG4 1QS or telephone 01765  603462 or 
judithbustard@riponcathedral.org.uk 
 
BURNESTON  FOOD FOR THOUGHT    23 May   Kirklington Village Hall 
Speaker: Christine Wallach “My tragedy has become my liberation” 
Christine, mother of seven children and married for 45 years to Andrew, faced a 
dramatic turning point in her life when she and her husband and family were 
summarily excluded from a fundamentalist and separatist Christian group into 
which she had been born, as a result of a boyish escapade committed by her two 
sons, then in their teens.  Confronted by the permanent loss of all friends and 
social circle, and more painful the summary cutting off of all contact with her 
immediate family, including her five daughters, Christine had to rise above 
anguish and loss to make a new life. Her story is one of success out of tragedy.   

mailto:slugsouthern@btinternet.com
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BURNESTON   FOOD FOR THOUGHT    Kirklington Village Hall    23 May   
7 for  7.30pm 

 
Speaker : Christine Wallach : “My tragedy has become my liberation” 
  Supper : Two course summer meal  (£8) 
 
Please complete and return the form below, with a cheque for the required 
number of tickets, (made payable to KBWP and marked “Food for Thought” on the 
reverse), together with a stamped addressed envelope, to: 
Gina Curtis, 9 Manor House Walk, Burneston, DL8 2GA   or 
Jenny Penty, Oak Tree Farm, Burneston, Bedale.  DL8 2JW 
 
Applications will be processed after 14 May  2012  and tickets sent out shortly 
thereafter.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________        Post Code: _________ 
 
No. of tickets _______    No. of vegetarian meals _______ 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
ROAST BEEF WHIT LUNCH Sun 27 May  Kirklington  Village Hall  12.30pm 
 
Tickets cost £11 (children £5.50) each and must be bought in advance.  
Please complete and return the form below, with a cheque for the required 
number of tickets, (made payable to Kirklington LCC and marked “Whit Lunch” on 
the reverse), together with a stamped addressed envelope, to: 
Rosemary Fall, Mill Beck, Kirklington, Bedale, DL8 2LX 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________        Post Code: _________ 
 
No. of tickets _______          No. of vegetarian meals _______ 
 



 
FOURUM FOLK         20 April 2012     7.30PM      Pickhill Church 

A musical evening of local folk songs has been arranged featuring Fourum Folk. 
This popular Northeast folk group have been entertaining audiences throughout 

the region since 1972. They are best known for their unique songs about the 
Yorkshire Dales, but their repertoire also includes Scottish, Irish and Tyneside 

songs. They have recorded several popular CDs and are in great demand. 
Tickets £9 to include a glass of wine/soft drink in the interval.  Children under 16  

£5.    
 Call 01845 567909 or 01845 567462 or send a s.a.e. with payment to : 

C Robson, 12, Melltown Green, Pickhill THIRSK 
 

 
GRAPES OF WATH  12 May   7.30pm   Samwaies Hall  Wath 
We will be tasting the wines of Spain (with thematic nibbles!). If you haven't 

tried this friendly and informal group before, do come along. All meetings 
are at 7.30 pm at the Samwaies Hall, Wath.  The price for the evening 
depends on the numbers attending and the cost of the wine but we aim 

to keep the price as near as possible to £10 per person. To book a place please 
contact Pam Harrison on 01765 640722 (pamelab13@btinternet.com) or  David 
Aldous on 01765 641255 (davidmgaldous@yahoo.co.uk)    
 

 
INN-CLUSSIVE LUNCHEON CLUB 

THE NAG’S HEAD, PICKHILL        Wed 18 April   12.30 for 1pm  
(Please note: no menu will be sent out – simply ring Margaret to book a place.) 

Main course 
Butter poached salmon, champ potatoes, purple sprouting broccoli, mussels & 
wild garlic cream  or 
Roast chicken breast, dauphinoise potatoes, wilted gem lettuce &French style 
peas    or  
Shortcrust pastry fidget pie (bacon apple, cider & sage), chunky dripping cooked 
chips garden peas      or   
 Sauteed potato gnocchi, roasted hazelnuts, Yorkshire goat cheese, wilted 
spinach & nutmeg  

Desserts 
Baked lemon pot   or 
Dark chocolate brownie, star anise, ice cream chocolate & walnut sauce   or 
 Warm apple & almond tart, vanilla ice cream raisin syrup 

Please ring Margaret Potter on 01765 640237 by Friday 13 April 
 

Future dates :: 16 May Castle Arms, Snape 
                                              27 June Kings Arms, Sandhutton 

                                                      25 July Millbank Arms, Well 
 

mailto:pamelab13@btinternet.com
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MY FAVOURITE THINGS 
This month we hear from Mary Avery of Melmerby.  My happy childhood was 
spent in Kirkby, near Liverpool. I was fortunate to have parents who believed in 
equality of opportunity for girls and encouraged and supported me in my ambition 
to become a teacher. I therefore spent four happy years in Newcastle studying for 
a B.E d Hons Degree in History and Geography. During this time I discovered the 
beauty of the unspoilt Northumbrian coast. 

My career in teaching began in 1975 at a 
comprehensive school near Wetherby. It 
was exciting being one of twenty newly 
appointed teachers in a school that was 
only two years old and was expanding. 
Our fellow teachers were welcoming and 
provided great inspiration. I loved my new 
job and my new friends introduced me to 
the delights of climbing and potholing. 
One colleague became a rather special 
friend, so much so that we decided to 
marry in 1978. Adrian had a dog and a 
car, I had a house and empty garage. It 
was a marriage made in heaven! As 
Adrian was a teacher of Craft Design and 
Technology he enjoyed renovating our 
dilapidated house making it into a 
beautiful home.  
Adrian and I shared the task of running 

the family home, looking after our two children Becky and Jake, whilst teaching full 
time. We worked hard and were rewarded for our efforts by receiving promotion at 
school. Having been a Head of Department I decided to change my career in 
teaching by becoming a Head of Year. I found this aspect of my work extremely 
challenging but so worthwhile. 
2002 was a special year in my life. Not only did I hit 50, I managed to complete my 
MA in Educational Research at York University as a part time student, and I 
moved to Melmerby with my family. I had never lived in a village before and really 
enjoyed the community spirit. I became a member of the Wath and Melmerby 
Ladies Social group and later joined Melmerby Carpet Bowls for which I am 
treasurer. In the last two years I have become a member of Friends of Ripon 
Environment and Heritage, an action group very much opposed to the building of 
giant wind turbines close to people’s homes in this area. I have helped this group 
by organising the Christmas Fair at Melmerby village hall in order to raise funds. 
This threat has not gone away. To find out more log on to www.freh.org.uk 
After 33 years of teaching Adrian and I decided to change our careers in 2008. 
We set up our own business, Foxfield Ground Maintenance. I love working 
outside, turning my passion for gardening into a job.  
I regularly count my blessings as everything in life seems so good…..except for 
Alfie! 

http://www.freh.org.uk/


My favourite : 
Book Terry Pratchett’s “Soul Music” because it’s the only book that’s ever 

made me laugh out loud. 
Film  The Full Monty. 
TV Show Strictly Come Dancing on Ice!! So addictive, both of them.  
Team  It has to be the A team of Melmerby Carpet Bowls. 
Music I love most kinds of music but hate rap. Is that music? 
Singer Bruce Springstein or Leonard Cohen.  
Food  Food is DEFINITELY a favourite thing. Love it all, especially puddings. 
Place  Hackfall Wood    
Past time Looking after my rare breed chickens and sheep and growing veg & 

fruit.  
Who makes me laugh usually Alfie! He’s the family pet, a blue Great Dane who 

just happens to be very naughty.  
My luxury on a desert island would be : a good pair of walking boots. 
 
NEW ADVERTISERS IN THIS MONTHS MAGAZINE 
 
PRIVATE FLUTE, OBOE, CLARINET OR BASSSOON TUITION 
I have just retired from fulltime teaching of woodwind instruments with the Isle of 
Man music service and if anyone wishes to have private tuition I would be pleased 
to offer my services, also beginner piano pupils would be welcome. I am also 
willing to listen to anyone preparing for exams or performances, dealing with the 
problem of nerves etc. I am CRB checked, live in Burneston and have played the 
oboe professionally with many top orchestras in the country.   I also have three 
oboes which can be hired so anyone who may want to try for a while or until 
they get their own instrument. Contact Carolyn Chambers on 01677 422640 
 
PHILIP HARRIS GARDEN SERVICES I have 15 years experience working in the 
horticulture and gardening trade for households and businesses. My skills are 
wide ranging including general garden maintenance (mowing, weeding etc), 
hedge laying and fencing to creating flower borders and raised beds for 
vegetables. I am fully insured.  If you are interested, give me a call for a free 
estimate with no obligation. You can contact me at home on 01677423637 or on 
 my mobile 07858745907. 
   
LOCAL VILLAGE OIL CONSORTIOUM - Register your interest! 
For those residents interested in making savings on their future oil purchases, 
reducing their carbon footprint and supporting one another community wise, can I 
draw your attention to an Oil Consortium for local villagers? Please email Rosina, 
r.gilboy@btinternet.com for more details. If you do not have internet access but 
are interested, please could you register your interest through a friendly neighbour 
as this will save time and money long term. Failing this please ring 01845 567249. 
 
EXPERIENCED SUMMER NANNY/CHILDMINDER available early June - 
September. Medical student and qualified lifeguard with a full UK driving licence 
seeking full/ part time summer work. Lots of experience childminding and teaching 



piano locally and able to help with homework/ school runs.  References available. 
Please phone Katie: 07850 849 826 
 
(For a business wishing to advertise in Village Life the cost is £25 per 
annum – please contact me for further details.  For other one-off adverts a 
donation to Village Life is welcome.  GH) 
 

KIRKLINGTON AND SUTTON HOWGRAVE 

Thanks to all who erected the new Church Notice Board. 

Congratulations to Pip on the birth of your baby daughter and to Kim on the birth 
of her daughter. 
 
Welcome back to Peter and Stephanie Thompson who have returned to the 
Black Horse in Kirklington.  They are now serving traditional home cooked food 
and cask ales.  Food is served Wed – Sat 6 -9pm and Sunday 12 -3 & 6-8pm. Call 
01845 567122 to book.  

Easter Flowers – thanks to all who will help with the flowers on Easter Saturday 

WHAT’S ON AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

To book the hall call 01845 567675. Kitchen facilities. Reasonable rates 

 
Kirklington Café           Thurs 19 April  2.30 – 4.30pm  All welcome 
     (Now back in the Hall – thanks to Maureen & Allan 
      Rattery for having us in their home.) 
 
Kirklington Art Group  Every Tues      6.30-9.00pm     Newcomers welcome 
 
North Country Theatre 1 Nov  “The Lighthouse on the Shivering Sands 
 
Kirklington, Burneston, Wath & Pickhill Friends  (M.U.)  Meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month in various venues.  Call Jane (567675) for details 
 
Advance notice  
   1.Kirklington Open Gardens  Sat 30 June – Sun 1 July 

 Anyone interested in opening their garden for this event please contact  
Margaret Potter 01765 640237 Look forward to hearing from you 
 
 2. Summer Time – Music in Kirklington Old Rectory Garden featuring Mad   
                                Dog and The Sophisticats from 7pm 21 July 
 
3.  Kirklington Show  28 July  2pm 



MELMERBY, MIDDLETON QUERNHOW and WATH 
 
MELMERBY and MIDDLETON QUERNHOW RESIDENTS. 
Diamond Jubilee family fun day and community picnic tea. Monday June 4th at 
Melmerby Village Hall from 2pm - 6pm. Friends and family welcome. More details 
to follow. 
 
WHATS ON AT THE VILLAGE HALL? 
 

To book the Village Hall please contact Mrs J Frost on 01765 640075.   

 
Melmerby Play & Pre-School :(see advert on page 2) For more details call 
Alison on 01765 640769 during sessions or 07759 885398.  Mother & Toddler 
Group  Friday 1.15 – 2.45pm 
Melmerby Youth Club : Tuesday 7 – 9 pm Contact Graham Sturdy (01765 
602439) or Julian Watson (01765 640334) or John Hunt (01423 863227) for 
details or just come along and enjoy yourself. The Youth Club would like to thank 
everyone who supported their Carol Singing last December.  £100 was raised.   
Melmerby Carpet Bowls  New members welcome. Tuition given and bowls 
provided with two free “starter sessions” before joining.  Season subscriptions are 
£5 membership plus £2 per session.  We meet on Thursdays 7.30 – 9.30pm  
More details : Geoff Hawksby (01765 640226) 
 
QUIZ RAISES £320 FOR St MARY’S CHURCH 
The second annual quiz night at Samwaies Hall, Wath raised £320 for St Mary’s 
Church and the money raised will be added to the total at this year’s Street Fair on 
July 14th.  The evening saw a very closely fought quiz with the winners being 
Trinity Farm team from Middleton Quernhow led by Peter & Meri Snowdon. 
“The organisers – Graham & Marilyn Broad and Phil & Patti Stones - are to be 
warmly congratulated on such a successful evening,” said Richard Graham from 
St. Mary’s Church Council.  “They put on a delicious pie and peas supper and 
compiled a fantastic quiz full of excellent brain teasers.  Word had obviously 
spread about last year’s quiz because this year was a sell-out.  There was a great 
atmosphere and everyone really enjoyed it.”  
     
Wath 100 Club March winner is Mrs Madeline Wells  with number  85 

WHAT’S ON AT SAMWAIES HALL, WATH? 

 

Available for hire.  Contact Sharon Clayton on 07545 927088 
Or see our website  : www.samwaieshall.co.uk  

 
Coffee Morning  24 April 9.45 – 11.45am Age Concern in Ripon holds this on 
the last Tuesday in each month. Drinks with biscuits or delicious home made 
cakes can be purchased for £1. There will be a Raffle - 50p for 5 tickets - along 

http://www.samwaieshall.co.uk/


with a stall selling toiletries and other tempting bits and pieces. Quizzes or games 
and special activities all add to the fun! Further details from Catharine Green at 
Age Concern on Ripon 606872 
 
Legs, bums & tums  Thursday 7 – 7.45pm For more details contact Marilyn 
Broad on 01765 640303 
 
WATH & MELMERBY LADIES GROUP  2nd Wed of each month at 7:30pm   
For  the April meeting there will be a meal  on Wednesday 11th April at 
Valentino’s Restaurant at 7.30pm. Non members are most welcome to join us in 
various venues throughout the year for a friendly social get together.  If you would 
like more information about this informal, friendly inter parish group, please 
contact Sally Pybus on 01765 640802  
 
WATH STREET FAIR 2012 PLANNING MEETING  16 April  7pm 
The first planning meeting  will take place in Samwaies Hall.  All welcome. 
  

 
SOUP & SWEET LUNCH    Samwaies Hall     5 May  

This is back by popular demand and is in aid of the Wind Farm fight. The price is 
£6 which includes a lucky ticket draw for a bottle of whiskey. Two sittings - 12 

noon  and 1.30., Tickets limited so book early and don't be disappointment. Ring 
Elaine on 01765 641277 for more details or to book your place. 

 

 
WATH & NORTON CONYERS PARISH COUNCIL-  Diamond Jubilee Flowers 
Wath and Norton Conyers Parish Council would like to suggest that to celebrate 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee this year that perhaps gardens/hedges/patios etc 
could be decorated in a red, white and blue theme.  Anything goes, let your 
imagination run riot and there will be a prize for the best turned out!  The winner 
will be announced at the Grand Diamond Jubilee Ball on Monday 4th June - 
exciting details to be revealed later but make a note in your diaries now!! 
 
 

BURNESTON AND CARTHORPE 
 
ST LAMBERT’S CHURCH NEWS  
(see page 6 for FOOD FOR THOUGHT details) 
 
WHAT’S ON IN CARTHORPE COMMUNITY HALL and CHAPEL? 
 

For further details or to hire contact 01845 567702 

 
Wednesday Coffee Morning   10.30 -12 noon.  Come along for coffee, cake and 
a chat. All are welcome.   



Friday Youth Club  Held fortnightly from 7 – 8.30pm For ages 8+. Snooker, table 
football & table tennis, crafts, games, baking, DVDs For more details call  Lorna 
01845 565113, Mary 01845 567702 or Andrew 01677 470248 
Tues-Get-Together  2pm. The 3 April meeting will be Kevin Pratt speaking on 
“Mature Drivers” and the 1 May will be the A.G.M.  New members are always 
welcome. 
B & C   W.I.   meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.15pm. The next 
meeting will be on the 10 April and will be the Members Night. On 8 May Christine 
turner will be “Cooking with Herbs”. For further information contact Ellen Dunkley 
on 01845 577329 or Pat Ashford on 01677 423154. 
 
Thursday Fellowship Ring 01677 424440 for more details. 
  
INDIAN TRIP COFFEE MORNING FUNDRAISER 
Joe and Sam Vernon would like to thank everyone concerned for their generous 

support of their coffee 
morning held on 
Saturday the 10thof 
March in Carthorpe 
Village Hall. In 
particular they would 
like to thank all who 
made donations, made 
cakes, supported the 
raffle and the tombola 
as well as those who 
bought cakes and 

books from the stalls. Moreover, they would like to thank Hillside Dairies for their 
kind donation of milk for the teas and coffees. The proceeds raised will be put 
towards their upcoming trip with Richmond School to Tamil Nadu, Southern India 
to help young people in Amala School and Children’s Home. (see also front cover) 
 
BURNESTON DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS  2 June 
Fun activities for all the family on the leisure field in Burneston from 12noon.  More 
details to follow so keep the date free. 
 
Advance notice 
 Burneston & Carthorpe Village Show  21 July 2012 
 
BURNESTON C. OF E. SCHOOL NEWS 
During  February the British Conservation Trust Volunteers (BCTV) finished 
working on the school’s wildlife area.  The children helped with the construction 
of a willow dome and willow tunnel, planted some trees and shrubs. The area is a 
wonderful addition to the school’s facilities and will be used as an outside learning 
area. If anyone would like to call and see our dinosaur you would be very 
welcome!  



Thank you to everyone who supported the Governors’ quiz night in February. 
This was a very enjoyable evening and raised funds towards paying off the loan 
taken out for our building extension.   
Look out in next month’s Village Life for details of a concert by Northallerton 
Variety Company planned for May. Their last visit was a huge success and we 
look forward to hearing their programme of “Songs from Stage and Screen”. 
This term the children have participated in two Science days based on the 
human body and celebrated World Book Day and Arts days based on the book 
“Pete the Cat”. Children made clay models of cats, drew, painted, sang raps and 
wrote their own adventures of Pete the Cat. Both these themed days were a great 
success and greatly enjoyed by the children (and staff).  
Our gymnastics teams have worked hard and competed in the Bedale Area 
Schools competition. Two teams qualified for the area finals and one team gained 
a 3rd place in this competition. – well done to all our gymnasts and staff who 
coached them. 
 

PICKHILL AND SINDERBY 
 
SINCERE AND GRATEFUL THANKS 
Bob & Eileen Lishman and Linda (Lishman) & husband, Neil Bickerdike would like 
to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers and best wishes during Linda’s son, 
Lee’s serious illness.  Although he is still quite poorly your support has made a 
huge different and kept us all going.  Your continued thoughts and prayers will be 
much appreciated. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH NEWS 

CHURCH LIGHTING     (and a mystery) 
All Saints’ Church now has its new lighting scheme in place.    Andrew Turner, the 
electrical contractor, did an excellent job and we are delighted with it!  Thanks also 
to all concerned with this project and to the army of cleaners who did a full “spring 
clean” to get the church in tip top condition. Some lights are on a sensor and so 
will come on (and off) automatically when you enter the church.  Please don’t think 
we have left any lights on!! 
During the fitting of the lights a small soft toy was found high up in the roof 
space.  It is may have been there since the 1970s.  How it got there, being so high 
up, is a mystery.  Does anyone have any information which could help us solve 
this mystery?!  The soft toy is sitting on the font in church (having been dusted 
down) so do have a good look at it to see if it jogs any memories!!! 
 
100 Club winner : The March winner was Bridget Brook with number 16 
 
FOURUM CONCERT (see page 7) 
 
Church Flowers: 8 April – will all arrangers please help to decorate the church for    

Easter – daffodils provided. Thank you 
 15, 22 & 20 April  Joyce Barningham 



100 CLUB 
 

The next annual subscriptions for the 100 Club are due by 1 April.  If you would 
like to renew your subscriptions please forward cash or a cheque to Glyn Hopper 
for £10 (per number)  made payable to All Saints’ Church, Pickhill.  Thank you. 

 
The 100 club is a painless way to help raise funds towards the heating and 

lighting of Pickhill Church.  Just £10 per annum allows you to enter the monthly 
draw.  50% of the monthly subscriptions are given as the prize each month. 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME – contact Glyn (567462) for further details. 
It is never too late to join! 

 
THE CHILDREN SOCIETY 

A total of £525 has been sent to the children’s society this 
year.  Many thanks to all contributors, especially the 
children of Pickhill School who raised £132 from the 
Christingle celebrations.  Donations were £200 and C.S. 
boxes came to £193.  Anyone willing to have a collecting 
box (for loose change) in their home, please contact Jean 

Wadsworth (01845 567259 
 
Advance Notice : Saturday 16 June  10.00am – 1.00pm  
Coffee Morning, Open Garden and Sale of original watercolour painting by Derek 
Hopper will take place at Church Hill Cottage, Pickhill.  There will be cake, book 
and  plant  stalls and a raffle. All proceeds to Pickhill Church. 
 
 

OUR BIG  JUBILEE LUNCH   @ HOLME LODGE  Sat  2 June  1 – 5pm 
Planning meeting : Thurs 5 April  7.30  Sinderby VH 

The idea is forming that, as part of the national " Big Jubilee Lunch ", we 5 villages 
(Pickhill, Sinderby, Ainderby, Howe and Holme) might make an heroic attempt to 
GET TOGETHER to celebrate OUR village life in these Great British Isles, on this 

once in a lifetime opportunity to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 
The planning will be to articulate; discuss; plan and DETERMINE TO ENJOY  
OURSELVES. Looking forward to seeing you there!  Make a full weekend of 
celebrations by joining us at the Saturday celebrations followed by the FOPS 

Jubilee Party and Strawberry Fair on the Sunday! 

 
PICKHILL SCHOOL NEWS  
 
NEW TEACHER FOR PICKHILL SCHOOL 
Rachelle Leech, the new Key Stage 1 teacher at Pickhill School says she is 
"tremendously excited" about her new post. Rachelle, 28, has gained extensive 
teaching experience since graduating in Education Studies at Bradford University.  
After three years working in a nursery, special school and then high school she 
completed a Post Graduate Certificate in Education in primary school teaching 



and for the past four years has worked with years 1 
and 2 at Todmorden, West Yorkshire. Describing her 
interests as "horses, baking and young farmers", 
Rachelle is moving to Easingwold and begins her 
new job after the Easter holidays, though she is 
spending a few days this half term getting to know the 
children and staff as well as meeting current and 
prospective parents.  Sue Wadsworth, Chair of 
Pickhill Governors, said: "Rachelle has the 
knowledge, skills and enthusiasm we were looking for 
in our new teacher and I am delighted to be 
welcoming her to our school and our community.” 
 
 

 

FOPS NEWS 
An Easter Eggstravaganza is to be held on Sunday 1st April from 2pm at 
Pickhill School, and will include an Easter village quiz/treasure hunt, teas and 
cakes, egg rolling, an Easter bonnet contest, and a best decorated egg 
competition, as well as stalls, face painting and a tombola. Entry is £1 per person 
(under 5s are free) - all welcome! Funds raised will go towards activities at school. 
Please remember to bring a decorated egg and a hard-boiled egg to roll down the 
hill near church. There will be prizes for all competitions. Thanks in advance to all 
who are donating cakes and tombola prizes for the event. 
Save the Date: On Sunday 3rd June FOPS are to hold a Jubilee Party on the 
green in Pickhill. This will also incorporate this year's strawberry fayre. More 
details next month.   
Following the resignation of Zoe Harvey, Jayne Greensit-Marley is the new 
chairperson of FOPS. Julian Potter is the new vice-chair and Helen Crannage is 
now secretary. Wendy Jefferson remains treasurer, Christine Fieldhouse is still 
Publicity Officer and Liza Harrison is in charge of FOPS 50. The committee and 
members thank Zoe for her hard work over the last few years. 
 
 

A TRIP TO THE RACES  Tues 8 May 
Following an enjoyable trip last year which saw several astute villagers win the 

placepot, Pickhill goes racing again on Tuesday May 8th. This year it's an evening 
meeting, with the coach leaving the village at 5pm and returning at about 9pm. 

The price of £32 per person, includes return transport, entry to the course, use of 
a private viewing box and evening tea. Places are limited and can be reserved via 

a list at the Nags Head or by calling Ian Cross on 01845 565112. 

 

WHAT’S ON AT SINDERBY & DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL? 

 

Ring Sue & Jim Wadsworth on 01845 567376 for enquiries or to book the hall. 



Advance notice : Village Hall Grand Draw, 25 August Sinderby Village Hall 
 
Swaleside W.I.  meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.30pm.  On 12 April 
there will be a talk on Plants for Food with Joanne Scorror and on 10 May there 
will be a taster session in making rag rugs with Angela Webber. NEW MEMBERS 
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.  Contact Pat Quinn (567566) or Elaine Fey (565008) 
for more details. 
 
The Over 60s    2pm   fortnightly.    On 11 April it will be Whist and on 25 April 
there will be a Mystery Tour. 9 May will be dominoes and 23 May it will be Bingo. 
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. Contact Chris Robson (01845 
567909) for further details. 
 
Butterfly School of Dance each Monday and Wednesday from 4.15 – 7.30.  
Ages from 2 ½  upwards.  Contact 01845 522570 for details. 
 
Yoga classes are held twice weekly on Monday evening from 7.15 – 8.45pm and  
Tuesday morning 10.30am – 12 noon. New members always welcome.  Contact 
Diana on 07940704432 for more details.  
 
Incywincy’s Baby & Toddler Group  Monday for parent/carers of birth to school 
age children  contact Abi on 01845 567347 for more details 
 
SINDERBY YOUTH CLUB NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Due to ill health the leaders of the Youth Club can no longer continue to run the 
Club.  We are looking for two or three individuals who could take on the regular 
running of the Club. It is financially sound and enjoyed by the young people of the 
villages.  If we are unable to find leaders then very sadly, the Youth Club must 
remain closed.  Please contact Glyn (567462) or Joyce (567342) if you can help 
in any way. Thank you.  
 

In the wider world ….. 
 
MASHAM PLAYERS present “A RISE IN THE MARKET” at Masham Town 
Hall Thurs 12 April – Sat 14 April  7.30pm  £6  (£4 con.) 
Masham  Players will be starting their programme for 2012 with a hilarious 
comedy “A Rise in the Market” by Edward Taylor containing wild mishaps, 
mistaken identity and comic confusion all against the background of European 
Economics.  Sir Clive Partridge hopes to be president of the European Community 
but he needs the support of puritanical elder statesmen Jacques Berri. So it’s bad 
news for Partridge when Berri calls on a day when he is trapped in a luxurious 
Paris flat where he is beset by glamorous young women he can’t account for, plus 
an angry wife and an exploding boiler! 
Further events planned for this year so far are informal play readings, a quiz and 
an autumn ceilidh to which everyone is invited. The year will be rounded off with 



a production of “Calendar Girls” By Tim Firth. For tickets or further information, 
please contact Kathy Boyer on 01765 635213 

 
WEST TANFIELD ART EXHIBITION  5 -7 May    10.00am – 4.00pm daily 
This very popular Annual event will take place in the West Tanfield Village 
Memorial Hall on the 5th 6th and7th of May from 10am to 4pm each day.  
Over 100 paintings by local artists will be on view and for sale. Admission is free 
and refreshments will be available all day. 
This year the event is being sponsored by the Inner Wheel club of Ripon Rowels 
and all proceeds will be donated to PARKINSON'S. UK.( Ripon Locality) 
 
RIPON ARTS 
Ripon Arts was formed in 1987 with the aim of encouraging all forms of visual arts 
in our district.  They meet at 7.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of each month in  
Allhallowgate Church Hall, Ripon for lectures and demonstrations on a wide range 
of subjects.  You don’t have to be an artist to become a member.  Annual 
membership is £30 but causal visitors are always welcome at our monthly 
meetings at a cost of £4 per evening.  If you are interested in coming along to any 
of the evening lectures/demonstrations ring Derek Hopper on 01845 5657462 for 
further details or see the website : www.riponarts.co.uk  The next lectures are: 
19  April “Thomas Fearnley” by Prof David Jackson 
17 May Watercolour Demonstration by Colin Swinton 
21 June “Modigliani”  by Prof Anthony Slinn 
19 July “Lady Butler” by Tim Stimson  
There will be an exhibition/sale of members painting in Ripon Town Hall from 2 – 
9 June.  Entrance is free.  The preview evening is on Friday 1 June with wine and 
canapés.  Also free entry. 
  
 

METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES 

 
Services for Carthorpe Chapel 
1 April 10.00am United Donkey Procession to Burneston Church 
     6.30pm EveningWorship   Revd Susan Richardson  
  8 April  10.45am  Morning Worship   Mrs Pat Ashford 
15 April  10.45am  Morning Worship   Mr Kingsley Reid 
 22 April 10.45am Morning Worship   Revd David Richardson 
29 April 10.45am Morning Worship   Mr Graham Pentelow  
 
Services for Melmerby Chapel 
   1 April 10.30am Family Service   Revd Pat Malham 
  8 April   6.30pm Holy communion   Revd Pat Malham 
15 April   6.30pm United Service @ Harrogate Road  
22 April   6.30pm United Service @ Copt Hewick  Revd Pat Malham 
29 April   6.30pm Evening Worship   Mr Peter Fenwick 
 


